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CONFIDENTIAL TAIPEI 06555 

BANGKOK FOR DEA 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS : SNAR, TW 

SUBJECT : ARREST OF MA HSI-CHEN AND MA HUAN-JAN 

1 . HONG KONG FUGITIVES MA HSI-CHEN (7456/1917/3791 
A/K/A MA I-SHENG 7456/1 150/4141) AND MA HU AN JAN 
(7456/3562/3544) WERE ARRESTED BY TAIWAN GARRISON 
COMMAND PATROL BOATS NEAR SUAO ON THE MORNING OF 
SEPTEMBER 20. GROC AUTHORITIES AT FIRST DENIED NEWS 
REPORTSOF THE CAPTURE; HOWEVER CONFIRMED THEM ON 
SEPTEMBER 22. THE TGGH TURNED THE TWO MEN OVER TO 
THE CUSTODY OF THE TAIPEI DISTRICT COURT AND THEY 
ARE PRESENTLY BEING HELD AT THE COURT'S DETENTION 
HOUSE. TO DATE THE ONLY KNOWN CHARGE BROUGHT AGAINST 
THE SUBJECTS IS ILLEGAL ENTRY (PRESS ACCOUNTS CLAIM 
BOTH MEN HAVE ROC PASSPORTS BUT NO VALID ENTRY PERMIT); 

HOWEVER, THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, BUREAU OF INVESTIGA- 
TION IS EXAMINING THE CHARGES OF ALLEGED DRUG TRAFFICKING 
OPERATIONS BY THE TWO MA'S. 

2. LOCAL PRESS TREATMENT. SOME LOCAL PRESS ACCOUNTS 
CLAIM ROC PRESIDENT CHIANG CHING-KUO PERSONALLY ORDERED 
THE ARREST OF THE TWO MA'S WHEN HE WAS INFORMED OF 
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THEIR CAPTURE (NOTE: EMBASSY UNABLE TO CONFIRM THIS 
POINT TO DATE). THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE CHINA NEWS 
(WHICH OFTEN REFLECTS GROC POSITION) ON SEPTEMBER 24 
QUOTED "A POLICE OFFICIAL" AS SAYING "ACCORDING TO 
CHINESE CRIMINAL LAW. CHINESE CITIZEN WHO VIOLATE 
THE ANTI-NARCOTICS LAW OF A FOREIGN COUNTRY CAN 
BE SUBJECT TO PROSECUTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH CRIMINAL 
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LAW IN TAIWAN." THE STORY, AFTER REPORTING PRESIDENT 
CHIANG'S PERSONAL INTERVENTION IN THE CASE, NOTED. 
"IRONICALLY, MA'S HONG KONG NEWSPAPER WAS A STAUNCH 
SUPPORTER OF THE ROC DURING THE DAYS WHEN HE 
WAS PUBLISHER." THE CHINA NEWS ACCOUNT ENDED WITH 
ATTRIBUTING TO "GOVERNMENT SOURCES" THE OBSERVA- 
TION THAT THE MA'S COULD PLEAD GUILTY IN CHINESE COURTS 
TO TRAFFICKING IN MARIJUANA (MAXIMUM PENALTY LIFE 
SENTENCE) INSTEAD OF TRAFFICKING IN HEROIN (AUTOMATIC 
DEATH SENTENCE). IN A SEPTEMBER 23 STORY THE CHINA 
NEWS NOTED THAT THERE IS NO EXTRADITION TREATY BETWEEN 
THE ROC AND HONG KONG, "...EVEN THOUGH CHINESE AND 
HONG KONG POLICE HAVE COOPERATED IN GETTING THE MEN 
THEY WANTED IN THE PAST." 

COMMENT: EMBASSY WILL PROVIDE COORDINATED COMMENT 
WHEN DEA SAIC RETURNS TO POST OCTOBER 2. FINAL DISPO- 
SITION ON THE TWO MA CASES WILL REST ON WHETHER 
INFORMATION FROM HONG KONG AUTHORITIES IS TRANSMITTED 
VIA INTERPOL, AND WHETHER LOCAL JUDICIAL AUTHORITIES 
ACCEPT THIS AS ACCEPTABLE EVIDENCE IN THE TRIALS. 
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